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been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



Basis of the report 



Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
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Certain documents cited 
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Certain observations on the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments.) : 

Description, pages: 

1 -21 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1 -29 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

\\\A-MU* as originally filed 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

3. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
IV. Lack of unity of invention 

1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 

□ restricted the claims. 

□ paid additional fees. 
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□ paid additional fees under protest. 

□ neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2. H This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied and chose, according to Rule 

68.1 , not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1 f 13.2 and 13.3 is 

□ complied with. 

S not complied with for the following reasons: 
see separate sheet 

4. Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international preliminary 
examination in establishing this report: 

H all parts. 

□ the parts relating to claims Nos. 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-29 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-29 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1 -29 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 
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VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 
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1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 = "Agent design patterns: elements of agent application design", Aridor and 
Lange, Proceedings of the Second International Conference on Autonomous 
Agents, 9-13 May 1998, pages 108-115. 

D1 is already cited in the description. 

2. Item IV: Lack of unity of invention 

Claims 1 and 29 relate to a remote computing system comprising a first computer 
and at least one second computer, said first computer transmitting through a 
communication link data defining a computing team, said team comprising a first 
coordinating program and at least one second program for performing at least a 
part of a task when executed on the second computer. 

Claim 21 relates to a remote computing system comprising a first computer and at 
least one second computer, said first computer transmitting through a 
communication link mobile program data defining a mobile program for performing 
at least a part of a task when executed on the second computer, the first 
computer being arranged to determine whether said second computer can 
support execution of said mobile program and, if not, to transmit data defining a 
mobile program support environment to be executed on said second computer. 

Claim 23 relates to a remote computing system comprising a first computer and at 
least one second computer, said first computer transmitting through a 
communication link mobile program data defining a mobile program for performing 
at least a part of a task when executed on the second computer, the first 
computer being arranged to generate a graphical display showing the second 
computer and each mobile program resident thereon. 

Therefore the concept which is common to claims 1 and 29, claim 21 and claim 23 
is the transmission of a single program from a first computer to at least one 
second computer to perform tasks when executed on the second computer and 
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communicating with the first computer (return of results). This corresponds to the 
definition of a mobile agent which is disclosed, for example, in D1 . 
Therefore claims 1 and 29, 21 and 23 are not so linked as to form a single general 
inventive concept (Rule 13.1 PCT). 

3. item V: Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, 
inventive step or industrial applicability; citations and explanations 
supporting such statement 

As far as they can be understood (see objections under item VIII), the claims 
seem to meet the criteria set forth in Article 33(1) PCT with respect to the 
available prior art. 

4. Item VII: Certain defects in the international application 

i) To meet the requirements of Rule 6.3(b) PCT the independent claims should 
have been properly cast in the two part form, with those features which in 
combination are part of the prior art (see document D1 ) being placed in the 
preamble. 

ii) The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

5. Item VIII: Certain observations on the international application 

The application does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT, because claims 
1 and 29 are not clear. 

Indeed said claims comprise a coordinating program performing a coordinating 
operation. Claim 29 only recites that a plurality of tasks programs executed on a 
second (remote) computer are coordinated. Claim 1 comprises that said 
coordinating program coordinates each one of said plurality of tasks programs 
(second program) and communicates with the first computer and with each 
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second program. The role of the coordinating program is therefore not clear. It is 
clear from the description on page 6, lines 5-18 that this role is essential to the 
performance of the invention. Since independent claims 1 and 29 do not contain 
the corresponding features they do not meet the requirement that any 
independent claim must contain not only all the technical features essential to 
define the invention but also all the technical features essential to the performance 
of the invention (see PCT Guidelines, PCT/GL/3, III, 4.3, second and third 
sentences). 
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This International Search Report consists of a total of 3 sheets, 

|~X~| it is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1 . Basis of the report 



I 



With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
' — ' Authority (Rule 23.1 (b)). I 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 

was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 

| | contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 



□ 
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furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 

the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 

Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 



4. With regard to the title, N 

|~3T| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

| | the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



With regard to the abstract, 

|X| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

□ the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, 
within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority 



6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 



[T| as suggested by the applicant. Q None of the figures. 

| | because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| | because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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